Coffs Harbour Bridge Club Monthly Newsletter

June 2026
May Club Session Winners Members @ end of May = 174

1| N Mclvor & K Potts S & A Fox Bridge Development

2 Congress Pairs — see below and notice board )

3 Congress Teams — see below and notice board Agenda for medium level

4 | L Power &J Leach L Powells & G Battershell development  lessons by

5 D Featherstone & N Mclvor Colin Tolley in 2026 on

6 H Pitt & R Roark R & C Tilley noticeboard

8 | Doland & S Dilosa C Brown & J Burrows .

9 R Roark & F Gaunt L Edsall & R Levy Explore BridgeNSW
11 C Tolley & B Herring M Pailthorpe & T Booth || website for free games
13 R Roark & F Gaunt R Rutter & P Quinlan

15 N Mclvor & K Potts R & C Tilley

16 No Results Looking to celebrate 30"
18 B Edwards & B Sa!isbury L Edsall & R Levy anniversary of clubhouse
19 J Stimpson & H Litton opening with a ‘Festival week
20 S Dilosa & D O’'Meara of Bridge’.

22 B Johns & R Aitken G Battershell & J Stimpson

23 N Mclvor & K Potts H Litton & R Whitehead th th

mber 14 1

25A C. Tolley & B Herring L Coates & B Haagsma BEHIE . b? - i
25B H Michener & J Boyle P Lee & M Spears Inclusive.

26 C &L Coupe .

27 | H Pitt & R Roark B Brebner & H Blewitt Looking forasub
29 | C &P Hocking R Rutter & V Gayford committee to help organise
30 R Roark & F Gaunt R & C Tilley this festival. Is that YOU ? ?

Coffs Harbour Congress Top Results (May 2" & 3™ May)
Pairs
1! (Cat A) K Potts & N Mclvor 4™ (Cat A) H Pitt & R Roark

5" ( & Cat B winners) W Wilkins & J Parker 9™ (Cat A) P & C Hocking
Teams

15! (Cat A) H Pitt & R Roark & B Powell & M Askew
3™ ( & Cat B winners) J Bryant & J Burrows & W Wilkins & J Parker

Coffs Harbour Members results from playing away in May

Yamba Matchpoint Swiss Pairs May 23& 24th
N Williams & J Parker 3" overall and 1%t in B category
P & C Hocking 6" overall
J Burrows & J Bryant 7" overall and 2™ in B category
D McGuiness & M Hosie 15" overall and 4" in B category
J Stimpson & G Battershell 17* overall and 5" in B category
Nambucca Swiss Pairs May 30 & 31st
C Tolley & B Herring 3rd overall
J Burrows & J Bryant 17th overall and 7th B category
P Guthrie & N Williams 19th overall and 2rd C category
P Griffin & M Siford 20th overall
R Levy & L Edsall 25th gverall and 10th B category
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How to Practise Slam Bidding

One of the greatest problems in slam bidding is the infrequency of slam hands during
the ordinary run of cards. That is why slam bidding is usually the worse bidding area
in every partnership.

One way to practise your slam bidding is to set aside a session where only you and
your partner are involved. Take a pack of cards and separate the court cards (aces,
kings, queens and jacks) from the other cards. Shuffle the remaining cards face down
and remove any 16. Shuffle these 16 together with the court cards, face down, and
then deal 13 cards each to yourself and to partner. Leave the remaining six cards face
down.

Obviously you and partner will have very strong hands, but since there are six
unknown cards, you will not know whether some court cards are missing or not. Bid
the hands though, assuming no interference bidding, and take turns in being dealer.
After you have completed bidding each hand, separate the court cards again, return
the spot cards to their pack, reshuffle the spot cards again, return the spot cards take
out a new lot of 16 and reshuffle these 16 with the court cards again.

As you bid the hands, it 1s a good idea to write down the auction. After the bidding is
over, each partner should write down, before looking at the others hand, what you
expect to find in your partners hand.

Comparing what you expect to find and what is actually there is often revealing. You
can then discuss the recorded auction. This will be helpful in eliminating
misunderstandings.

Answers to May Quiz
1. Nile & Amazon 2. Pangram 3. Blessing 4. Guilders 5. Sausage 6. Stephen
Know these ?

1. What language does the word ‘algebra’ come from ?
2. How many stars on the flag of NZ ?

3. What year did the Beatles form a band ?

4. What is the literal meaning of ‘Mardi Gras’ ?

5. What is the most common eye colour in humans ?

Are there are other items you might like to see on a monthly / periodic newsletter then
please email me with your thoughts to barrybutler4d5@gmail.com
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